
CAD Wetland Classification Discrepancy
In the developer’s Critical Areas Designation, dated May 7th, 2014, the county concurs with 
a consultant’s assessment (hired by the developer) that the wetland in the development 
area (ID 1815) is a Category IV wetland with 18 habitat points.  As recently as 2009, though, 
an official county document categorized the same wetland as Category I.  Additionally, an 
independent review of the Western Washington Wetland Rating Form suggests a more 
appropriate habitat score of 29.  These ratings significantly impact required buffers.

Critical Areas Designation (CADS13-0003, May 2014) Excerpt: 

A discrepancy of this magnitude is difficult to understand 
and suggests the county may not have fully investigated 
the proper rating.  

NE Novelty Hill Road Project Natural Resources Mitigation Plan (2009) Excerpt:

Additionally, older county documents using an outdated rating system consider the wetland 
“class 2.” This is still significantly different than the current system’s Category IV rating.


